
 

 

South Shore Estuary Reserve Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

February 4, 2020, 10:00am - 1:00pm 

Town of Islip 

Long Island Maritime Museum 

86 West Avenue, West Sayville, NY 11796 

In attendance: 

South Shore Estuary Reserve Office: 

Jeremy Campbell 

Sally Kellogg 

Rachel Neville 

 

TAC Members: 

To be completed 

 

Meeting called to order at 10:13 am. 

 

Review/Approve August Meeting Minutes 

 

MOTION: pass August meeting minutes. Seconded. Approved. 

 

Presentation by Mike Bilecki, Fire Island National Seashore, NPS, Living Shorelines 

  

Attended workshop in Beaufort, NC, hosted by America’s Living Shorelines. Focuses on how 

people are taking care of and restoring estuarine shorelines across the US. Attendees from 

across the US, mostly from east coast, Maine to Louisiana. Showed video from conference 

describing living shorelines and importance. The workshop included field trips visiting areas 

where living shorelines are being implemented. One trip was to an area with an oyster 

cultivation project whose shells are collected from restaurants after consumption and used for 

living shoreline projects (using bags of oyster shells). Second day included group work to review 

materials, training, different shoreline options, costs, etc. These projects can be either very 

expensive or inexpensive, depends on who is doing it and if it is research-focused. Second day 

concluded with a poster session, all focusing on different living shorelines. Discussed a living 

shoreline project in Maine where downed trees were used over oyster bags so that ice does not 

affect the living shoreline. Every shoreline is different and needs to be assessed and the plan 

tailored to the specific area. Billion Oyster Project in NYC is cleaning NY Harbor by installing 

oysters and using shells to help shorelines. National Fish and Wildlife Federation is interested in 

sea level rise projects, if FINS wants to do a workshop to bring in engineers to look at issues 

and develop a plan to protect shorelines. FINS will be pulling together a workshop sometime in 

the fall to bring people in to look at sea level rise and shoreline protection, mainly at Sailor’s 

Haven and Talisman where there is great loss of shoreline on north shore. Link to site for 

conference: https://estuaries.org/livingshorelines/2019-workshop/proceedings/   

 

The Billion Oyster Project, Half Shells for Habitat, and Town of Hempstead just formed the NYS 

Shellfish Recovery Alliance. Half Shells for Habitat works with Town of Hempstead, Town of 

Islip, and Town of Brookhaven to collect shells from over 50 restaurants. Two projects so far, 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=07ac394e-5b2d0b2d-07aec07b-000babd9069e-e6af3972b566215f&q=1&e=b8a72815-9452-4155-802d-fc49e3c06407&u=https%3A%2F%2Festuaries.org%2Flivingshorelines%2F2019-workshop%2Fproceedings%2F


 

 

Moriches Bay Restoration Project and Shinnecock Bay Restoration Project, have used shell 

collected through this program for reefs. Have collected over 16 tons of shell, waiting to be 

used. Spat is set on shell, put into cages, and deployed at restoration sites. Sites must be 

monitored for 5 years, per DEC. Coastal acidification is happening in our bays (different than 

ocean acidification) and carbonate in the shells helps to neutralize the pH. Increases in 

aquaculture increases larvae in water column, but if there is no shell base for them to set on 

then they cannot survive. 

 

Mention of USGS involvement with a project on living shorelines talking about site-specific 

dependency for tidal range. Marsh tidal ranges are a challenge with living shoreline projects, as 

many are overtopped during storm conditions, and may not be effective at many sites (SSER 

has a fairly small tidal range). 

 

SSER Office Updates – Jeremy Campbell 

 

Climate Vulnerability Analysis: waiting to see from NYSDEC Climate Office on protocols for 

upstate agencies before we can move forward with that. 

Monitoring Projects for USGS: still trying to work on that as well. 

Will be having a Council meeting this spring.  

 

Question regarding long-term water quality monitoring stations. J. Campbell said we are still 

trying to secure funding for that.  

 

The $3 billion Bond Act has been announced and TAC has been discussing focusing on living 

resources and would like to keep this conversation going today. SSER staff pulled together 

ideas from the Nature Conservancy report as starting points to identify and create a list of 

potential projects in the Reserve. We are looking to the Council to provide some 

recommendations. These ideas could go towards short term funding within our program, toward 

potential projects submitted for a potential RFA for the south shore. Stakeholders here can 

provide ideas and the Council can provide thoughts. 

 

Living Resources in the Reserve 

List of projects from The Nature Conservancy’s Great South Bay Ecosystem-Based 

Management Plan from 2012 was distributed to TAC. This document was provided for reference 

as a starting point for conversation. 

 

Project ideas include, not limited to:  

• Fish passage and dam removal: Seatuck has a list of fish passage areas for restoration  

• Full condition vulnerability restoration potential assessment and prioritization of marshes 

in the Reserve.  

• Monitoring is an important component in order to have baseline information. Important to 

include in all projects.  

• Baseline assessment, long term monitoring, and outreach and education as 

components.  

• Sewering  

• Marsh restoration: Suffolk County has identified marsh areas for restoration  

• The Nature Conservancy has a list of culverts for restoration 



 

 

• Wetland diagnostic matrix pinpointing recommended restoration strategies is a gap to be 

filled 

• Stormwater management 

• Shoreline assessment (as done by Peconic Estuary Program) showing change of 

shorelines over time from natural to hardened 

• Online assessment tool, similar to Rapid Assessment Tool (RAT Tool) idea 

• Hydrodynamic models for managing water quality in the Reserve (other estuary 

programs have these), how watershed activities will impact the system 

• Long term monitoring project (ie. related to SAV, acidification, HABs, water quality 

monitoring stations) 

• Restoration of areas that are developed and prone to accelerating sea level rise, in 

marsh advancement areas; to restore those coastal areas to be receptive to marsh 

migration 

• Development of plans for identifying areas for preservation or acquisition of land in face 

of rising sea level (Town of Brookhaven and Peconic Estuary Program are doing this) 

• Little to no funding of stream quality monitoring in Nassau County, which is important to 

water quality research; potential monitoring ask that would provide critical information 

• Fine sediment transport (could add turbidity at sites that already monitor continuously; 

knowing fine sediment availability for marshes would inform monitoring, habitat 

restoration and resilience efforts 

• Hempstead Bay water quality monitoring project is up and running, has run a few rounds 

already and can be expanded upon 

• USGS is working with Long Island Sound Study to potentially do solute transport 

modeling for western Long Island; could be an opportunity for SSER to piece the two 

models together to cover the entire watershed and work with USGS to do the scenarios 

 

$3 million Bond Act presents an opportunity to see what projects could be funded through this 

Bond Act, as projects that are ready to go could be able to move forward. Setting up the stage 

for SSER to generate a list to potentially have projects funded.  

 

Project ideas need to be specific, as per meeting between K. Santiago of DOS and M. Dolan-

Murphy. 

 

Suggestion to put together a list of projects that we can pull from to bring to the Council, keeping 

the Living Resources chapter in mind. This is not prioritizing projects, just identifying them.  

 

Suggestion to include a baseline “check-box” in the project excel to note whether baseline data 

exists for a project that is listed. 

 

Question about Restoration Assessment Tool (RAT Tool) mentioned in Chapter 3 of CMP. J. 

Campbell said it was a tool developed at DOS for assessing wetlands and looking at wetland 

restoration.  

 

ACTION ITEM: Obtain more information on RAT Tool. SSER staff has followed up with DOS 

regarding this, SSER staff awaiting clarification. 

 



 

 

ACTION ITEM: TAC members will populate the project excel document on the Google Drive 

with project ideas. Conversation in Google Groups will continue. List suggested to be generated 

by end of month (to have on hand for April 1st budget), and the complete list prepared for next 

meeting, as per J. Campbell.  

 

Question regarding climate change vulnerability assessment: J. Campbell said that DOS is 

waiting on protocol from NYSDEC climate office, to see what those guidelines are. C. Schubert 

suggested that may be able to note in the letter that anything that is done will follow those 

guidelines once they are released, so that work will no need to be put on hold and stop any 

momentum. M. Dolan-Murphy asked if the letter was sent to the Council. J. Campbell said it has 

not gone to the Council as it is waiting on the DEC guidelines. 

 

Other Business and Partner Updates 

 

M. Bilecki: The NPS FINS Science Conference will be held this year, on April 24th, 2020 at the 

Patchogue Ferry Terminal for FINS. Presentations are based on work being done within the 

National Seashore boundary, as well as a poster session. 

 

K. Fallon: Resiliency brochure completed by Sea Grant and SSER office is completed and will 

be on the Sea Grant website. 

 

C. Humphrey: Long Island Envirothon is scheduled for April 29th. Culvert assessment training 

first week of June.  

 

A. Kopelman: Continuing work at Cupsogue. Dramatic changes at the site in the sandbar and 

increasing shoreline erosion. 

 

K. Rabin: Hempstead Bay water quality monitoring project is up and running, more information 

can be found on LI Regional Planning Council website.  

 

R. Groh: Town of Babylon received funding for a project to connect a pond to help with HABS. 

Applied for Suffolk County water quality grant for improvement at highway yard that discharges 

to a creek. Working on wetland restoration on County land on Carll’s River. Earth Day event 

planned for May 2nd.  

 

J. Browne: Working towards lab certification and upgrades. Shellfish program has started 

conditioning clams for spawning in new building funded by Governor Cuomo.  

Question regarding SAV map status. J. Campbell said maps are still in the review stage, about 

85-90% complete.  

 

M. Dunn: Diadromous fish training sessions are scheduled at multiple locations, on Seatuck 

website. Diadromous fish working group meeting on February 13th. LI Natural History 

Conference is March 20-21st. Wild and Scenic Film Festival on April 22nd at Bolton Theater in 

Bay Shore. Seatuck Eco Carnival on April 25th. Trees for Tribs project dates will be posted for 

April and May, and fall. Horseshoe crab workgroup meeting at Seatuck on February 7th at 

Seatuck. 

 



 

 

E. Christa Farmer: GOSR is funding an Environmental Sustainability Certificate program starting 

February 14th. Doing Climate Change and Long Island, monthly schedule on different topics. 

 

C. Schubert: USGS will be working with DEC Division of Environmental Remediation on a final 

remedial design to clean up the Navy Grumman plume. Governor is behind the preferred 

remedy should be up and running in 5 years, will probably take 100+years to clean water to 

drinking water standards, water will be put back in system. 

 

C. Humphrey: Move to close the meeting. 

K. Fallon seconded motion. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:05pm. 

 

 

 

 


